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was told that black women had little chance.
Her father also discouraged her at first, say-
ing that lawyers had to deal ‘“with the most
unpleasant and sometimes the grossest kind
of human behavior.”

But Mr. Bolin did not know she had al-
ready been admitted to Yale Law School,
and he eventually agreed to her career
choice.

At Yale, Ms. Bolin was one of three women
in her class and the only black person. In an
interview with The New York Times in 1993,
she said that a few Southerners at the law
school had taken pleasure in letting the
swinging classroom doors hit her in the face.
One of those Southerners later became ac-
tive in the American Bar Association and in-
vited her to speak before his bar group in
Texas. She declined.

After graduation, she practiced for a short
time with her father in Poughkeepsie. She
then married a lawyer, Ralph E. Mizelle, and
the two practiced in New York. He died in
1943. In 1950, she married Walter P. Offutt
Jr., a minister; he died in 1974. In addition to
her son, she is survived by a granddaughter
and a great-granddaughter.

In 1937, six years after her graduation from
Yale, she applied for a position in the New
York City corporation counsel’s office. An
assistant there was initially dismissive, but
the counsel, Paul Windell, walked into the
office and hired her on the spot. She was as-
signed to Domestic Relations Court, re-
named Family Court in 1962.

On July 22, 1939, she was told that Mayor
La Guardia wanted to see her at the New
York City building at the World’s Fair,
which had just opened. She worried that she
was going to be reprimanded. Instead, she
was sworn in as a judge. The ceremony made
news around the world.

In an interview with The New York World-
Telegram the next day, she said she hoped to
show ‘‘a broad sympathy for human suf-
fering,” adding, ‘‘I’ll see enough of it.”

Her cases included homicides and other
crimes committed by juveniles; nonsupport
of wives and children; battered spouses; ne-
glected children; children in need of super-
vision; adoptions; and paternity suits. She
chose not to wear judicial robes in order to
make children feel more comfortable.

She was reappointed to 10-year terms by
Mayors William O’Dwyer, Robert F. Wagner
Jr. and John V. Lindsay. When she resigned
in December 1978 because she had reached
the mandatory retirement age of 70, she
complained, ‘““They’re kicking me out.”

After her retirement, she was a volunteer
reading instructor in New York City public
schools for two years, and was appointed to
the Regents Review Committee of the New
York State Board of Regents.

She was outspoken on civil rights issues of
many kinds. When she returned to her home-
town of Poughkeepsie in 1944 as a judge and
something of a local heroine, she pointed out
that the city government, schools and hos-
pitals remained segregated.

“Poughkeepsie is fascist to the extent of
deluding itself that there is superiority
among human beings by reasons solely of
color, race or religion,” she said in an inter-
view with The Poughkeepsie New Yorker.

In 1958, speaking on women’s rights, she
said, “We have to fight every inch of the way
and in the face of sometimes insufferable hu-
miliations.”
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ON INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“‘HOME-
OWNERSHIP FOR AMERICA’S
VETERANS ACT OF 2007’

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to join my fellow Californian in intro-
ducing the Homeownership for America’s Vet-
erans Act. This bill proposes to make an im-
portant change to our Nation’s tax laws in
order to assist thousands of veterans, in the
State of California and elsewhere, realize the
American dream of owning their own home.

Currently, a provision in the federal tax code
allows states to issue tax-preferred Qualified
Veterans Mortgage Bonds, or QVMBs, to pro-
vide favorable financing on home mortgages
for certain veterans. In California, these bonds
are used to help provide low-cost mortgages
through the California Department of Veterans
Affairs, or Cal-Vet, home loan program.

As written in the tax code, two of the five
states that use QVMBs, California and Texas,
are prohibited from using this bond-generated
revenue to provide mortgages to veterans who
entered military service after 1977. Obviously,
this significantly limits the usefulness of these
bonds to provide mortgages to subsequent
generations of military servicemen and
women. In fact, according to Cal-Vet's own es-
timations, only 4.1 percent of California’s total
veteran population is eligible for home loans fi-
nanced through QVMBs.

| want to thank my California colleague,
Congresswoman SUSAN DAvis, for her work
on this important legislation. Like her, | believe
it is important for us to open this bonding au-
thority to allow QVMBs to be used to support
home loans for more recent members of the
armed forces, who have served our country so
ably and with such determination. | look for-
ward to continuing to work on this issue, and
am pleased this bill has the strong support of
California’s veteran community, Governor Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger, and the California De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 6, CLEAN ENERGY ACT OF
2007

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in strong support of H.R. 6, the Creating Long-
Term Energy Alternatives for the Nation—
CLEAN Energy—Act. At a time of record prof-
its for the oil and gas industry, H.R. 6 repeals
many incentives that | have not supported
over the years and it takes a vital first step in
bringing the energy policies of the United
States into the 21st century. By recouping
Federal revenues through the repeal of nearly
$13 billion in subsidies and tax breaks to oil
and gas companies, H.R. 6 appropriately dedi-
cates this revenue to create a research and
development fund for renewable energy
sources including solar and wind energy, alter-
native fuels like ethanol and biodiesel, effi-
ciency efforts, and conservation incentives.
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H.R. 6 rightly creates an incentive for off-
shore fuel producers to renegotiate leases
issued in the late 1990s; an error that has not
yet been corrected, which allowed companies
to skirt royalty payments because no price
threshold was included in lease agreements. It
also repeals provisions that authorize addi-
tional royalty relief, as well as two tax breaks
benefiting oil companies. This is not a tax in-
crease as some may lead you to believe, it is
sensible governing. | opposed legislation au-
thorizing the subsidies in the first place and
this is why | strongly support directing this
money towards conservation and investment
in the development in alternative sources of
energy.

Continued and increased investment in re-
newable and alternative fuels, efficiency, and
conservation domestically is critical to severing
the United States’ dependence on fossil fuels,
which has been linked to national security
concerns as well as significant environmental
harm, including global warming pollution.

With the negative impacts of climate change
on the security, economy, environment and
health in our Nation and around the world
abundantly clear, we can no longer delay in
implementing policies to address the dam-
aging effects of carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere. We also need to set reasonable CAFE
standards, which | believe are both achievable
and valuable to a good energy policy.

| remain committed to broadening the en-
ergy debate to sound and balanced proposals
to meeting America’s energy needs—while still
acting as a steward of the environment. | urge
my colleagues to join me in support of H.R. 6.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MESQUITE CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam. Speaker, | rise
on behalf of my constituents in Mesquite,
Texas, to recognize the Mesquite Chamber of
Commerce on its 50th Anniversary. Tonight,
we will celebrate this profound accomplish-
ment at the 28th Annual Chamber of Com-
merce Banquet in Mesquite.

The Mesquite Chamber of Commerce was
founded in 1956. The first group of business-
men who comprised the Chamber made the
decision to incorporate what had previously
been known as the “Mesquite Merchants’ As-
sociation.”

For the past 50 years, the Mesquite Cham-
ber of Commerce has worked to improve the
City of Mesquite by promoting the free enter-
prise system and developing the community.
Through their hard work and sense of civic
pride and duty, the membership of the Mes-
quite Chamber of Commerce has helped
make Mesquite a wonderful place to live and
work for the past half century.

| offer my congratulations to the general
membership, past and present, along with the
current Board of Directors, who will lead the
Chamber into the next 50 years of success.
This year's Board of Directors Officers include:
Todd Price; Greg Losher; Robert Bowmer;
John Bass; Gary Bingham; Cathy Rideout;
Sharon Hoskin; and Mark Miller. | would also
like to recognize President Terry McCullar.
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Madam Speaker, | want to thank the Mes-
quite Chamber of Commerce for their hard
work and effort on behalf of Mesquite and the
State of Texas. | wish them the best of luck
as they enter into the next 50 years of service
benefiting the City of Mesquite. They truly do
know the meaning of Real. Texas. Business.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO FRANCES
WILLIAMS

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise in mourning for one of Phila-
delphia’s most well-known and loved moms.
“Mom” Frances Williams, a mother of five
sons and a civic leader in her own right, left
us to go home on January 12, 2007 at the age
of 94.

Born in Philadelphia on February 7, 1912,
“Mom” was a devoted member of Mount Zion
Baptist Church since the age of 12, and over
the years generously contributed her time and
talents to the church. As a member of the Mt.
Zion family, she was the longest serving presi-
dent of the Young Women’s Industrial Club
and initiated the first “Get Set” program for
children in the church.

“Mom” was considered a surrogate mother
to countless young people she mentored over
the decades. Many can attest to having found
their first jobs with the help of “Mom” Wil-
liams. Numerous young people entered col-
lege and joined the church because of her
guidance. She often went into her pocketbook,
cupboard, and closet to help someone else.

She served her community and city as a
block captain, committee person and civic
leader. Later in life, she directed her energy
towards helping seniors in need. She was a
member of many organizations and boards.
“Mom” founded and served as president of
Save Our Senior and Concerned Citizens. She
served as a board member of the Philadelphia
Corporation of Aging and commissioner on the
Philadelphia Commission of Human Relations.

“Mom” ran for City Council At-Large in 1979
on a platform that pledged housing programs
for seniors, crime-reduction programs, and ini-
tiatives to serve and empower at risk youth
and people with disabilities. She also gave our
city two generations of leaders in her son
former State Sen. Hard Williams and grandson
State Sen. Anthony Hardy Williams.

In March 1999, article in the Philadelphia
New Observer she explains “It's all very sim-
ple. Keep yourself clean and if something
makes you sick, don’t eat it. Tell the truth and
don’t follow the crowd. Most of all have faith.”

She is survived by one sister, Ruth Lacy of
Philadelphia; five sons: James Williams (Glo-
ria) of Blackwood, NJ; Hardy Williams,
Fredrick A. Williams (Ernestine); Theodore;
and Ali Robinson (Ramona) of Philadelphia;
one niece, Vivian Whitt; one nephew, Carl
Lacy, both Philadelphia,; twenty one grand-
children; numerous great and great, great
grandchildren; and a host of grand and great
grand nieces and nephews.

| know that all my colleagues will join me in
honoring her memory today.
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT B.
GILBERTSON, JR.

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the work of Robert B. Gilbertson, Jr.,
the innovative leader of the Tampa Metropoli-
tan Area YMCA. After more than 20 years with
the Tampa YMCA, Bob is leaving Florida for
Seattle in order to serve as the CEO of the
YMCA of Greater Seattle.

During his tenure, Bob, led an effort to
greatly expand the Tampa YMCA by the cre-
ation of 12 new branches throughout
Hillsborough County. The expansion effort has
resulted in the YMCA membership growing
from 5,000 to 130,000 members and their
yearly budget has grown from around
$1,000,000 to over $33,000,000. More impor-
tantly, this expansion has provided the oppor-
tunity for the YMCA to expand its charitable
mission of building strong kids, strong families
and strong communities. No child or family is
turned away from the YMCA due to their in-
ability to pay. Today, scholarships are pro-
vided to over 30,000 children and families so
they can enjoy one of the largest social serv-
ice charitable organizations operating in
Hillsborough County.

| met with Bob recently at the Brandon Fam-
ily YMCA where he introduced me to some
very special children who were involved in the
foster care system. | was proud to play a role
in ensuring that the U.S. Department of Labor
provided the Tampa YMCA with funding to
create a job training program for youth aging-
out of the foster system. This extremely impor-
tant program will be one of Bob’s lasting leg-
acies in Tampa.

Bob Gilbertson has certainly made his mark
in Tampa and | am grateful for the leadership
he has provided. | wish him great success as
he moves to Seattle.

———

FEDERAL MINE VENTILATION ACT
OF 2007

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, one year
ago today tragedy struck for the second time
in less than three weeks in the coalfields of
West Virginia. A fire broke out along the con-
veyor belt in the Aracoma Mine, at Alma,
Logan County, taking the lives of two good
men and turning the national spotlight on a
sorely risky industry practice.

The use of the belt air entry to ventilate a
mine, as was the case at Aracoma, is egre-
giously dangerous. The belt entry—the tunnel
through which the coal conveyor belt runs—
has long been recognized as the dirtiest, most
fire-prone entry in the mines. To use it to draw
air to the working face exposes miners to
higher levels of health-endangering, flammable
coal dust and noxious gases. And, although
saving operators the cost of adding more en-
tries into the mine, it limits the escape routes
for miners trying to evacuate in an emer-
gency—an unacceptable tradeoff.
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For at least 35 years, from the time the
Mine Act was signed into law, the use of the
conveyor belt entries to draw fresh air into
working areas of coal mines was effectively
“ruled out” as an acceptable standard prac-
tice. The use of belt air, during all that time,
was considered to be the exception.

Under an initial Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (MSHA) rule, issued decades ago,
mines could use the method, but only after ob-
taining an exemption through a petition proc-
ess—a process that, at least, required high-
level scrutiny on a mine-by-mine basis. The
idea was that, if a mine wanted to take a high-
er degree of risk, it had to provide a higher
level of safety precautions and prove that it
was doing so.

Over time, however, MSHA allowed a grow-
ing number of mines to use this suspect prac-
tice, until in 2004, when the existing, more
cautious rule was replaced. The new rule
superceded the prohibition Congress had writ-
ten into law, and opened the door wide to belt
air ventilation and all of the dangers it brings
with it.

That 2004 rule was a symptom of a shifting
set of priorities at MSHA that put promotion of
coal production above the protection of min-
ers. That rule should be jettisoned.

Madam Speaker, the Aracoma fire of a year
ago, demonstrates how the deteriorating mine
safety policies at MSHA have combined with
insufficient numbers of inspectors and lax en-
forcement to intensify the dangers associated
with the use of belt entry air.

In issuing that 2004 rule, MSHA decided
that the use of modern air monitoring tech-
nologies had improved to a degree in recent
years to sufficiently reduce the risk posed by
belt air ventilation. But at Aracoma, the air-
sensing technology failed. The agency put
faith in presence of water systems to suppress
the outbreak of fires. At Aracoma, the water
system malfunctioned. Portions of a wall need-
ed to separate the conveyor belt from the min-
ers primary escapeway, although on the mine
map, were missing.

At every turn, some safety measure that
should have been taken to protect lives at that
mine failed. Even the inspections, on both the
state and federal levels, failed.

The problems in our Nation’s coalfields are
thickly layered and will take years to suffi-
ciently unravel. It makes no sense for the
MSHA to retain a rule that allows broad use
of this dangerous ventilation method in the
midst of an inspector shortage and an over-
haul of the mine safety system.

| am at a loss to understand why MSHA has
failed to withdraw the 2004 rule, even tempo-
rarily. The fact that it has failed to do so dem-
onstrates to me that MSHA is still not putting
its duty to protect our miners above the profits
of the industry.

So today, Madam Speaker, I, along with my
colleague from West Virginia, ALAN MOLLOHAN,
am introducing the Federal Mine Ventilation
Act of 2007. The bill simply requires the Sec-
retary of Labor, “no later than 90 days after
enactment of this Act,” to revise: regulations
to require, in any coal mine that belt entries
“not be used to ventilate active working
places.” | note that it is my intention with this
bill to return to the pre-2004 rulemaking proce-
dure, where the use of belt-entry ventilation
was generally prohibited, while retaining the
petition process and the associated height-
ened safety controls.
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